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Enlightenment Study Guide

Identify the following:
· Seven Years War
· Enlightened Absolutism
· Social Contract Theory 
· Divine Right Theory
· Philosophe
· Denis Diderot
· John Locke 
· Baron de Montesquieu
· Jean Jacques Rousseau
· Mary Wollstonecraft
· Voltaire
· Thomas Jefferson
· Isaac Newton
· Francis Bacon
· Margaret Cavendish
Answer the following:
· What was the central idea behind Descartes?  Why was this important?


· Describe Rousseau’s concept of the social contract.


· Why were the inventions of the telescope and microscope important?


· What were the three natural rights mentioned by John Locke?


· What are the characteristics of an absolute monarchy?
· What ideas were promoted by Enlightenment thought?


· Describe Copernicus’ and Ptolemy’s theory of the universe.  How were they different?


· What did each of the following philosophes believe to be the best form of government?
· Thomas Hobbes


· John Locke

· Jean Jacques Rousseau

· What influence did John Locke have on the United States?


· What happened to church influence during the Enlightenment?  How did it change?


· What are some similarities in the work of scientists from the Scientific Revolution and philosophes from the Enlightenment?


· How did the writings of Enlightenment philosophes encourage later political revolution?  What did they support?
