
Be skeptia.1 u you tud. Be • detective. Ask yourself: ls the document rtllable, it there 
eonooor:iHion, and is the IOWCC biaJedl What art the author', underivinl auumptioN? An 
abolitionist, writing about John Brown differed from a Southerner', rtp)rt on the raid. Could 
the source luve been. desiancd with polteri[), mort in mind than contemporaries! Woodrow 
Wilson, weuinC blame for the defeat of the Versailles TreatY, played the role of the prophet 
by for~inl the ~ World War. Finally, the contUt of rt(ertnces it important. Don't 
project mc:km vaJuea intO the documents. The reference to cynnny in the Dec:laration of 
Independence doesn't make Oeorte 111 a lUcist or • totalitarian dictator. 

How to Analyze Documents 

Man, 01 th. IOlIowin( _leo Oft hued """" former Advanced Plocemml do=ncnl·hued 
quarioN. The princ.lpla of how to analYR documents apply to Iny document. 

L VIa .... 

A. Pic ..... and phoqrspN 
1. Subject: What penon, evmt. or subject is rcpmomted! 
2. Time and place: When and where it the Mlbjecr talr:inc pllee! 
3. Point of view: b the artist or photocraphcr tt'finI to convey. particular point of 

vicwl 
4. Emottnn.l impec.c WhIle it the ICfWfIl imptCllionl 
5. Form of upration: WhIt kind oJ picaare-dnwinl, palnd",. etC.-is it? 
6. Any symbolism ptesenr: Justice blindfolded in a John Brown Jithop-aph with the 

Virginia state ftaa in the baclqround with the stare motto, '"Thus always to Ty~ 
rana." Painting, "The Bridct." by Joseph. Steib. a nwI of entanglmc wires and 
c.abla. IOtnC forming chun;h·sryle windows (technolOiY I new rtl1a'On1) 

B. c.noon 
1. Who are the dw'Ktm in the cartconl Ate they m.llItk or exagerated? What 

are their expraaioNl 
Z. What symb:)!.--dap. Uncle Sam, unemployed. etc.--are therer 
3. What ill the ovenU ida or impresaion of the cartoonl 
4. Title Of caption 

C. PotfU 
1. Who published it, for what plUib~ reasons? (It may reSecf I biucd view.) 
2. Title 
J. Intended for wh..t audiencel 
4. Purpo.e of the peifer or the evidence 

D. 0; ........ and lIo",d ... u 

t. They Ire wed to summarue an important ides and to illustrate the ideu's pans 
or components. 

2. Check the fitle. 
J. Examine the partS. 
4. Labe. 

E. Mal" 
I. Mill» deal whh a specific time period. 
Z. A map (OCU5CS on a speCific topic. event. or development in history, oken a 

chanQr"oi./.cN.iDW .Uwmtion (Compromi~ of 1850). 
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1. Places the subject in a 'pe(ific location 
... Check the tide. 
5. Che<:k the key Of Iqcnd. 
6. Remember the differmces bctwem JtOIraphic map' and electoral voce mapt. 

F. C1wta 
1. They UIUIlly illUlmtc I relatioruh.ip between rwo aubJ«iS. Decide what thoee 

two subjcas cw ide.. arc hime and votinf. residence and prohibirionisc 1nder. 
ship, plpUlarion and money tupply) and. their ftlationship (increua, decreuu. 
no. chantc. directly or indirectly related), 

2. Chedt ride and acqory rida. 
1. Are the numbm pen:entqel or u.oJutel Don't rricure the: numbm.. (II II 

lcupid to claim Nt twiN bam to • lImily oi four ttpraetU • lOOCl6 inaaM: in 
the .... bu '" childrm in the family. The chut·makm UIed the numbers •• Ither 
at.olutc or percent. to c:onvty an idu. not to teKh m.thematka..' 

4. Be card'uh Lute money ond population qu,., ... oltcn liven in .blxeYtalOd 
IOrm Nth .. thouaandI. Thus •• 62,C(ICI population ficure may really be 
62.000.000. 

S. Wert the chanaa iUumated .i&ni6c:.antl (65% to 67'" II not. ) 
6. R<1IIC1Dber thor the chut tllumal ... !mid lor only • opcct6c period. 
7. R<IIIC1Dber 1M poooibic ind ....... '" molor .. ena on 1M limo poricd indlcolOd 

( ....... _"" in 1770-1790 ond!he Rcvolulionoty Wu). 
8. Be ...... "'!he dw, wi"'. collopocd X Of Y .. " (1770-1775. 1784-1792). It is 

. intended to i~ic.atc that an insip'li6c:ant period was purpoHfully left OUt of the 
chut. 

O. em"", 
I. Read 1M key. 
2. Notice 1M Iitle. 
3. I.ooIt lor do .... 
4. Grapha use .tltbtical dati to preHnt historical comparisoN or chanaa over 

IbM. 
S. Circle or pic tnPh: Each circle ttpmmtl the toW quantiry, e.I., 100% 01 the 

populacion. Noce mat the ponioN of the circle ieptuan • pcrcentqt. 

Bu paph: read both axes. One usually rqnaentl • pelCtntqC or quanticy and 
me other usually a dme ptriod. Note that the: but 1ft drawn to tcaLe: to make a 

10 0 D 
compariJon. 

o 
line graph: Read both axn. Unlike a bat traph, which shoWi • subject It a 
!pecibc time, a line It.Iph can mow Mnds over every part of the time period. 
and often shows $Cvcral mnds at once. , , , , , 

---~--:-:"""~;"'--''':':::, , , , , 
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1I. PrlDtcd Matcriab 
A. N ........... 

1. editOrial or ankb (abolitionist sympathizer Horace Greeley on John Brown', 
l'1iI.id). You ahould ';' awan: that bt(ore the 20th c:cnnuy it is hard to differentiate 
berwen an artick and tdltorial opinioa. 

2. InterView 
3. Evidence c(the~, _Ie: '" politk:al but (urbon. Ntli. South. W.,Q 

5 .... J-...I) 
4. t..tta., the edI"" 
S. Be aware that an. editorlll or article miT eicher re8ea: mall opinion or be IU\ 

attempt: to tndumcc or to crn.te mut opinion. 

B. Mapzuv or pompbIet 

1. Some checb u under n<'WJI'OII<ft 
.2. Who, It the nomW ,..tiona c( the ....... Ine (M£4ll'. F~W onoI 5 ...... )1 

C. Book 
1. .. Ie con.tItmpOnrf Of' not. an cycwimea to an cvme or second-hand coauncnt 

(Frank Norrit', n. Oct.pws)1 
2. A dltln-...d _ (Und. T ... •• c.bin; J ..... B. W ...... A c.a to kUo) 
3. PoUtk:ally putIton. buod on cvidcnu or opinlonl 
4. a..-bcr tho, the pm.c. It , _1 ", .. mmL 
S. Novelt can be oym\>o\k. 
6. A review cia hook ill the rulcwcr'. opinion. noc the author' .. 
7. A recollection ofan tvmt lone after It happened (EiIcnhowu recallina: a meet- . 

inC with Ptaiden, T ....... .ru.. \'<I" ..,Iter.) 
8. Mcmoin--e. selective and penonal view that Ii rattly self-crirtcal. 

D. Poem 

1. Potru are meant to \ale Jancuaac .. art rather man to tive tn£orm.rion. 
2. uaaaUy illUlttlteI • IPlriNII or aymbollc vint ci • period. event, or idea. 

lIL P.......t Documca .. 
A. s,-ch 

1. To what audlencel 
2. Rouch dnft (I, may be .... aucuicn,.) 
3. Official opcech '" IM>mW (t ....... rol odd ..... Sta .. c( the Un ... Add .... ) 
4. CompoJan opcech (FDR ....... Hoc ... ) 
S. AM: younell, t:.ed on whit you know ,bout the tpakcr. Ii thil a view you. 

would CKpeCt him to take. suth .. Andrew Camttic', opposition to the T lUcy 
c( 18981 

8. ~tter 

\. Official '" penonoI 
2. To. tubon:iinatt Of • IUpCrior 
1. What 11 the reladoNhip between the twO people' 
4. Private or public (John AdamI to hil wife) 
S. From an otpnizarion (VFW on Immip1ltion) 
6. Is the dace ,ipli6canc (. letter to • delqate durinC the CoNriNtional Conven

tion, or • letter written durinl SNP', Rebellion)! 

C. Di..., 
1. Penonal 
2. Aher or before the fact 
1. p._.be, ..... diaIy it .....u, "'" tclf-<riticaL 
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IV. PoUdcal OocUIDnlU 

A. PartY platform 
1. A presidential candidate may or may nOt ai!ft: with the pladorm. 
2. A political plad'orm iI oftm a compromise document. althouah third party plat· 

forma' arc more tNCUlent. 
J. A ccnvendon d.c1 ... don ouch u Senea FtIb. 1848. may deocribe P""'"t 

conditiON, indicate I dqree ci stridency, or show th.e Otpnizarion', IOlli and 
.xpeetatlona, ouch .. the Populist Patty platform. 1891. 

8. l.io< 01_ ouppottlnc IqIoladon 

1. What orpniAdoN are .tpcetmtedP 
2. Any pattern ro support or oppotidon. InY common chanctcriltic.l (South. ur

ban. immtcnnr • • lave ttlta. Midwear. former PopulilC Kata) 
J. tv., ourpriIa .. W\....w a11ianc:a (C.rneote and Brvon In _Idon to the 

Tracy 0(1898) 

V. Public_ 

A. La ... proclamadoN. executive Orden 
1. Why wu the II. puMd; what doet it icpraeml Remember, taws are ~ u 

IOlutionI to • problem. II me repaentltion of. poup', kIW (prohibition), II. 
I\dde lOr N""" behavior (Purl .... Ia ....... church .tt.ondance). 0< II • _ 

10 public _ lOr what " paWwd U • pobIao (Shaman tv.d""" Act). 
1. Some Ia ... ore ..... ..,..&olie In the~ _ chan In the~ _t (Vol· 

arad Act. Shennan tv..I ..... Act) 
1. Commenwy on the lawslimilar to a ttxtbc;>ok on laws (Blackstone', Commmrar· 

... on ... Z- of E"Cfand) 
4. Feden.I. state. or local law1 

8. Coon declo"'" 
1. Dca It clKlare • law unc:oNtitudonal. and if 10, what new Probleru does it 

crato (Dnd Sc.xt)1 
2. Doet the dccillon auppon: the views 01 • particular xeUon, putT. or cta. 

(NM)l 
J. Wu the declo"'" mIoreed or obeyed (Brown. Indian .....,..j)1 
<t. Narrow or broad interpretation in the d«ision 
S. Note the division in the decisions: 5-4, 9-C, 6-3. Wu it dose? 
6. Trial mtLtaipc-$copes trial, Darrow "'«sus Bryan 

C lquIa_ cIeba ... Conpaaional 1\econI. opeuh In Coop... .......... , befot. • 
conpllional committee 

I. Wu the speech for CONtit\llent toNWnpdon or £or colkqueal 
Z. tv., other evidence 01 iNluence 01 the speaker ...... bia coIJacua (H"", 

CIa, would be .... capeeted chan 0 ..... M. DalIu.) 
). I. the penon known for other acti ... ida {Carnepe and the TreatY clI898)1 
4. What point of vieW' or otpnization doa • penon taClfyina: before Concma 

represenl (a r.IIiirold viccopmident testifyinc on lone and short haW. nte: differ
entials) 

D. Government ilene., report 
1. Federll, sQte, or Ioc.al 
2. How doet it re6ect the aenaal tone of iOvcmment at the time (1920. vmus 

19JOs)l • 
3. Be....-: Wwc -.mc¥ repofU IW ~ cridcal 01 en or s+ .. 



... A report may be intcnd(i to la, a bub (or fururc expansion in KDpC or JK)werI 

or inereucd fundm,. 
E. Othcn 

l. Diplomatic COrTC$pOnde,;;e such as instructiON from the secrctary of state to 
treaty ntgOf:iatDn or correspondence to ConlfCSl or an olncial about onaoing 
nqotiations. 

2. Offici.1 Ictten (from the Rhode Island state asacmbly to Congrcss) 
3. Trr.ltiCl-9roviJions. how do the provisions compare with prior agreements, or 

cause future consequences (Yalta Agrumcna). 
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