
One Hundred Years of Social Class in the US
Name_____________________
1870s- early 1900s
1.  What two social classes do you see in the pictures?

2.  Choose two contrasting pictures of children in the pictures.  Sketch each picture and describe the differences you observe between the two classes.

Picture #1:



Picture #2:



Differences:

3.  Describe two jobs that employed the service of children in the 1870s through the 1900s.  Make sure to describe the negative aspects of each job.

4.  How can the gilded age be described?
5.  Name two industrialists, and what industry did each person control at the turn of the century?

6.  Define monopoly:


7.  Describe the lifestyle of industrialists at the turn of the century:

8.  Look at the two pictures that include both wealthy and poor children.  What do these drawing explain about social class in the US at the turn of the century?

1920s

1.  Choose one of the pictures of the farms in the Great Plains.  

Describe the home that you see:


Describe the land or soil that you see:

2.  Define Dust Bowl:

3.  How did the Dust Bowl affect the social class of farmers in the 1920s and 1930s?
4.  Describe affluent society in the 1920s- as found in the book The Great Gatsby.

5.  Define flapper:

6.  Describe the irony in the picture that says, “World’s Highest Standard of Living.”  Why is this picture ironic?

7.  What were settlement houses?

8.  Who had it worse- children in the early 1900s or children in the 1920s?  Why?
1930s

1.  Name two causes of economic depression in the 1930s:

2.  Describe the picture of the bank:

3.  Why are people lined up in the city park?

4.  Why did many families pack up their belongings and head west?

5.  Describe the shift in social class for many Americans from the 1920s to the 1930s.  

6.  How did the 1930s affect the lifestyle of the extreme wealthy in America?
7.  What is the meaning of the picture on the cover of the New Yorker? 

8.  Describe the picture taken of the city street in Georgia in 1935.
1940s and 1950s
1.  What new class emerged after WWII?  What group of people made up the majority of this new class?

2.  What new things became “everyday” for most Americans during this decade?

3.  How much did the following things cost during the 40s?


New house 1940:



New House 1949:

Philco Refrigerator:


Bedroom Radio:

4.  Levitt’s homes were built in neighborhoods and grew with homes that were identical to one another.  What are the two types of homes that were built?

5.  From what social class was this new social class formed?

6.   What are Jim Crow Laws?
7.  Describe the meaning of the monkey in the cage during the “Parade for Victory.”

8.  What are some social divisions forced upon African Americans during the 40s and 50s?

1960s

1.  What are the two distinct social classes shown during this decade?
2.  Describe three characteristics of the Kennedy family.

3.  Do you think the Kennedy’s are typical during this time period?

1960s continued…

4.  How was poverty defined during the 1960s?
5.  Look at the picture of the family on the steps outside their home.  Describe the facial expressions of the family.  How does this picture differ from the picture of the Kennedy’s?
6.  Which US President declared a “war on poverty?”

7.  What is some of the legislation that our President passed during the 1960s, and explain the purpose of these policies.

8.  Describe the numbers in poverty and the poverty rate during the 1960s.

1970s

1.  Define hippie:

2.  Should hippies be defined as having an individual social class?  If yes, explain.  If no, what American social class would hippies belong to?

3.  Why are the political activists described as “militant?”  What social class would these activists belong to?
4.  How are the African Americans in these photos in the 1970s different then the African Americans in the photos from the 1940s and 1950s?  
5.  What were the themes of many of Bob Dylan’s songs during the 1970s?  How can this relate to class struggle during the 70s?

6.  What did the Cadillac Ranch symbolize?

7.  Why are so many cars lined up in the street in California?


How did this event effect average Americans during the 70s?

1980s

1.  Describe the opinion of 18-29-year-olds about the homeless in the 1980s:
2.  What does the “feminization of poverty” mean?

3.  What was the total homeless population in the 1980s?

1980s (cont) 4.  Describe the Disney Corporation in the 1980s.
5.  In the caption above Donald Trump, what is meant by, “flashy, materialistic 1980s?”

6.  Describe the success of Nike in the 1980s.  Who do you think made the most money from this success?

7.  What did Dr. Dre do through his music in his 1980s?  

8.  Other than the social classes shown in the pictures, what other social classes existed in America in the 1980s?

1990s

1.  Where is Appalachia located, and what are the stereotypes about this region?

2.  As the US economy boomed in the 1990s, so too did…

3.  Define non-metro population:

4.  Describe the female pictures and relate the pictures to the term “feminization of poverty.”

5.  Look at the graphs.


Where is the difference in poverty smallest between metro and non-metro areas?


Where is the difference in poverty largest between metro and non-metro areas?


What can you conclude about poverty between metro and non-metro areas?

6.  Define tech revolution-
7.  How did technology affect wealth in the 1990s?

2000s

1.  In what city is each set of photos taken?

2.  Describe three differences between the two sets of photos.

3.  What percentage of Americans do you believe live in mansions like those pictured?

4.  Name another media source that depicts wealth in American society.

5.  Describe your feelings and reactions when you see extreme wealth depicted in media.

6.  What is the job of Pastor Mike Cummings?

7.  Describe the gang neighborhoods depicted in the pictures.

8.  How accurately do these two sets of photos depict American social class in general?  
